
NC COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION CEFS NC STATE EXTENSION 

Local Food Program 
NC Farmllink 

DATA SOURCES & DEFINITIONS FOR LOCAL FARMS & FOOD PROFILES 

Profile 
2017 USDA Ag Census Definition (Appendix B) Source 

Data Item 

Acres of 
Land in Farms, Acres: Agricultural land used for crops, pasture, or grazing. It also includes 
woodland and wasteland not actually under cultivation or used for pasture or grazing, provided it Count� 

Farms was part of the farm operator's total operation. Land in farms includes acres in government Profile 
conservation programs including CRP, WRP, FRP, and CREP. 

Farms 
Farm, Number: A farm is "any place from which $1,000 of agricultural products were produced and Count� 
sold, or normally would have been sold, during the Census year." Profile 

Average Size of 
Calculation; Land in Farms, Acres divided by Farms, Number 

Count� 
Farm Profile 

Farmland Land in Farms by Use, Percent: Includes Cropland, Pasture/and, Woodland, & Other Count� 
Components uses. Profile 

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold: The gross market value before taxes and 

production expenses of all agricultural products sold. It is equivalent to total sales and it 
Total Ag includes sales by the producers as well as the value of any shares received by partners, Count� 
Products Sold landlords, contractors, or others associated with the operation. It includes value of organic Profile 

sales, direct sales and the value of commodities placed in the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) loan program. 

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold, Total sales, Value of Sales by Commodity or 
Commodity Group, Livestock, Poultry, and their Products, Farms: The combined total of 89. 

Animal Farms farms that sold Poultry and Eggs, Cattle and Calves, Milk from Cows, Hogs and Pigs, Sheep, Goats, Census 
and Products, Equine, Aquaculture, and other Animals and their Products. North American Industry Table 2 
Classification System (NA/CS) 112. 

Value of Animal 
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold, Total sales, Value of Sales by Commodity or 89. 

Products 
Commodity Group, Livestock, Poultry, and their Products, Sales ($): Sales from preceding Census 
category above. Table 2 

Total Crop Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold, Total sales, Value of Sales by Commodity or 
89. Farms, incl. Commodity Group, Crops, including Nursery and Greenhouse Crops, Farms: The 

Census 
Nursery & combined total of farms, orchards, groves, greenhouses, and nurseries, primarily engaged 

Table 2 
Greenhouse in growing crops, plants, vines, or trees and their seeds. NA/CS 111 

Value of Crop Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold, Total sales, Value of Sales by Commodity or 89. 
incl. Nursery & Commodity Group, Crops, including Nursery and Greenhouse Crops, Sales ($): Sa/es Census 

Greenhouse from preceding category above. Table 2 

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold, Total sales, Value of Sales by Commodity or 
Commodity Group, Nursery, Greenhouse, Floriculture, and Sod, Farms: Establishments 

Sod, primarily engaged in growing crops of any kind under cover and I or growing nursery stock 
89. Greenhouse and flowers. "Under cover" is generally defined as greenhouses, cold frames, cloth 

Census 
Floriculture houses, and lath houses. Crops grown are removed at various stages of maturity and 

Table 2 
Farms have annual and perennial life cycles. The category includes short rotation woody crops 

and Christmas trees that have a growing and harvesting cycle of 10 years or less. NA/CS 
1114 
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Agritourism Total Income from Farm-related Sources, Agri-tourism and Recreational Services, Farms: 
Revenue Income from preceding category above. 

Female 
Total Producers, Sex, Female: The total count of female producers involved in decisions 

Producers 
for the operation reported by the respondent. Data collected for a maximum of four 

producers per farm. 

Total Producers, Sex, Male: The total count of male producers involved in decisions for 

Male Producers the operation reported by the respondent. Data collected for a maximum of four 
producers per farm. 

New& 
Total Producers, Other Characteristics, New and Beginning Farmers: This is a new 

Beginning 
category for 2017 and includes producers operating on any operation for 10 years or less. 

Producers 
They may be on farms with producers who are not beginning producers. Data collected for 

a maximum of four producers per farm. 

Producers with 
Total Producers, Other Characteristics, With Military Service: This item is new in 2017 and 

Military Service 
includes individuals who currently or previously served on active duty in the U.S. Armed 

Forces. Data collected for a maximum of four producers per farm. 

Principal 
Producer Principal Producer Characteristics, Average Age 
Average Age 

DATA SOURCES 

Ag. 
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• USDA Agricultural Census documents from 2017 and 2012 were utilized to produce these

infographics. 2017 files are listed below; 2012 data can be obtained by uising the same URL and

replacing 2017 with 2012

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publi cations/ AgCensus/2017 /Online Resources/County Profiles/Nert

h Carolina/index.php

• https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/

North_Carolina/st37_2_0002_0002.pdf

• httgs:LLwww.nass.usda.gov LPublicationsLAgCensusL2017 LFu II RegortLVolume 1, Chagter 2 County

Lev elLNorth CarolinaLst37 2 0006 0006.gdf

• httgs:LLwww.nass.usda.gov LPublicationsLAgCensusL2017 LFu II RegortLVolume 1, Chagter 2 County

Lev elLNorth CarolinaLst37 2 0045 0045.gdf

• https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_1_US/usappxb.pdf

This material is based upon work supported by NC State Extension Local Foods Program, NC State Extension 

Farmlink, and the EmPOWERing Mountain Food Systems Project of the Center for Environmental Farming 

Systems. For more information, contact Hannah Dankbar, Local Food Program Manager, NC Cooperative 

Extension, hannah dankbar@ncsu.edu. 

Cooperative Extension is a collaborative effort between the state's land-grant universities-North Carolina State University (NC State) and North Carolina 

A&T State University (NC A&T)-and county and tribal governments to bring research-based knowledge to citizens in communities throughout the state. 

N.C. Cooperative Extension prohibits discrimination and harassment regardless of age, color, disability, family and marital status, gender identity,
national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation and veteran status. NC State and N.C. A&T State
universities, U.S. Department of Agriculture and local governments cooperating.For more information and resources on this material visit
go.ncsu.edu/agcensus
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https://cefs.ncsu.edu/food-system-initiatives/emfs-empowering-mountain-food-systems/
https://localfood.ces.ncsu.edu/
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