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My Work in Food and Farming Systems           
Re-build, re-energize, re-connect

• Stakeholders of NC in all counties and Community Listening Sessions  

• Small Farm Unit in Goldsboro, NC 
• multifunctional farm enterprise financial analysis

• organic/conventional comparative studies

• specialty crops

• Creative Farming and Healthy Eating program in rural communities

• Dollar Enterprise - Entrepreneurship programs at A&T and communities

• From academia to reality - integrated research, teaching, and outreach 
activities – faculty, staff, students at A&T!



Significant changes in rural communities

• Labor – demographic and characteristics

• Industry shift – customer focused

• Income, opportunity, and equality

• Education and training

Rural America at a Glance, 2018 edition, www.ers.usda.gov

http://www.ers.usda.gov/


Imagine farming in the future….

Aerofarms
212 Rome St, Newark, NJ 07105







Food Security/Insecurity, Rural/Urban, and Poverty 
Definition and Reports

• https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-
security-in-the-us/interactive-charts-and-highlights/

• https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/90556/eib-
200.pdf?v=5899.2

• https://www.census.gov/data-
tools/demo/saipe/saipe.html?s_appName=saipe&map_yearSelector=20
15&map_geoSelector=aa_c

https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/interactive-charts-and-highlights/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/90556/eib-200.pdf?v=5899.2
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/saipe/saipe.html?s_appName=saipe&map_yearSelector=2015&map_geoSelector=aa_c


What is happening in NC?



Food insecurity (2013-2015)

Percent of households

Food-insecure households are uncertain 
of having, or unable to acquire, at some 
time during the year, enough food to 
meet the needs of all their members 
because they had insufficient money or 
other resources for food

US average  
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https://www.census.gov/data-
tools/demo/saipe/saipe.html?s_appName=saipe&map_yearSelector=2015&map_geoSelector=aa_c

2015 All Ages in Poverty in the US







Food Desert
• https://www.ers.usda.gov/data/fooddesert/

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data/fooddesert/


Weave the Tapestry of Innovative Dreams

• Creating and seeking opportunities for individuals and/or teams

• Transforming ideas into opportunities with or without resources

• Expanding markets for existing products/services

• Creating new products/services

• Integrating value added across industries

• Developing entrepreneurial characteristics 

• Independent

• Risk taking

• Taking control

• Realistic optimism



A Framework to Stimulate Innovation, Creativity, and Entrepreneurship

•Needs and 
Priorities
•Culture
•Endowment
•Capacity
• Infrastructure
•Opportunities

• Social 
Characteristics
• Economic 

Characteristics
• Ecological 

Characteristics
•Political 

Characteristics
Problem Solving Strategies



N

Ranked #1 in the US

Ranked #5 in the USRanked #2 in the US

Ranked #3

Ranked #4

Ranked #6





PEOPLE ARE WEAVING DREAMS

ON YOUR MAIN STREET!

TRAINING ART/EVENT

SUPPORT FOOD/AG

ENTREPRENEURSHIP













OTHER OPPORTUNITIES



Bring agriculture to our living environment
• Schools
• Senior centers
• Hospitals
• Library, park and recreation centers, YMCA
• Our homes



30

Dollar Enterprise has been recognized as one of the 
best entrepreneurship courses in America. 

We are seeking confident, energetic, enthusiastic, self-
motivated, team oriented, and serious entrepreneur 
want-to-be to join us in learning about the 
entrepreneurship process and how it impacts our life 
and society. 

The objectives of this course are:
1. To create a real business on campus and practice 

business skills, professional communication, and 
teamwork.

2. To support students to develop critical thinking as 
successful entrepreneurs.

3. To create future entrepreneurial leaders across 
industries and labor force. 

Dollar Enterprise - 22630 - ABM 250 – 001
Tuesday 4:30pm to 7:20pm Proctor Hall 160 
(open to all majors and all classifications)



Practice entrepreneurship and innovation to support rural communities

Issues in food AND agricultural systems

• Availability – production, intermediary

• Affordability – price, preparation

• Accessibility – transportation, time of traveling

• Accountability – food safety, health

Enrich People 
Imagine Place 
Cultivate Prosperity 

Grow 
knowledge, information, 
networks, opportunity



Open Discussion and Thank you!
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