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Why Women in Ag?

* Characteristics
Tender, caring, network, tolerance, collaborative

* Culture
Supportive, grounded

* Responsibility

Family and personal orientation




wom en Fa rmers ACH12-12/September 2014

Control 7 percent of U.S. farmland, account for 3 percent of sales.

14 percent ... In 2012, the number of women farmers in the United States was 969,672.
This was a 2 percent decrease in women farmers since 2007, when the last
~_of the nation’s 2.1 million agriculture census was conducted. Nationally women were 30 percent of
. farmers, but
farms had a female principal in states in Women Farm Operators, by County, 2012

operator in 2012.

the Northeast,
Southwest, and ~
West women . U.S. = 969,672

comprise larger
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farmers, Arizona i
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Source: USDA NASS, 2012 (ensus of Agriculture.



Principal Operators

Of total female farmers, 288,264 were principal operators, that is, the person in

charge of the farm’s day-to-day operations. Farms with women principal opera-
tors decreased 6 Table 1

percent between
2007 and 2012 Women Farm Operators, 2007 and 2012

the total number

of farms and 2007 2012
principal opera- Women farm operators 985,192 969,672
tors declined 4 Total farm operators 3.3million 3.2 million
percent in that Women as % of total 30% 30%
time. (Table 1) o
Women principal operators 306,209 288,264
Total principal operators 2.2million 2.1 million
Women as % of total 14% 14%

Source: USDA NASS, 2012 Census of Agricufture.



Farms with Woman Principal Operator, by Farm Size and Sales, 2012

(percent)
Woman-operated Farms All Farms

Farm Size
< 50acres 54 39
50 to 179 acres 28 30
180 to 999 acres 15 23
1,000 acres or more 3 8
Total 100 100
Farm Sales
Less than $10,000 76 56

10,000 to $49,999 15 19
$50,000 to $249,999 6 13
$250,000 to $999,999 2 8
$1,000,000 or more 1 4
Total 100 100

Source: USDA NASS, 2012 Census of Agriculture.




Women Principal Operators, 2007 and 2012

Women All Principal
2007 2012 Operators, 2012
(percent)

Age

< & / / i

35 to 64 years 62 59 61

65 years+ 34 37 33
Primary occupation

Farming / Other 40/ 60 43 /57 48 /52
Worked off farm

Yes/No 59/41 57743 61/ 39
Years on present farm

0-4 13 11 8

5-9 21 17 14

10 + 66 /2 /8
Internet access
Yes / No 55745 70/ 30 70/ 30
Average age (years) 58.8 60.1 58.3




Women in Agriculture Networks

» University of Vermont — Northeast region

« USDA
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2015/02/19/new
-network-women-agriculture

agwomenlead@usda.gov Women in Agriculture

#WomenlnAg
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Women Farmers in the
United States
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" Thank you

for your support and
dedication to farmin
and agriculture!



